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Public Library service to the Negroes in the South has
undergone a change and the doors of the public library in the
South are now being opened more widely to them. It is of
paramount importance that the Negro make use of Libraries,
for his use of libraries is one of the ‘tkeys to his progress”.’
Negro citizens are now gaining access to the collections
and services in central municipal and county libraries.
Negro branch librarians are becoming an integral part of the
in-service library staff programs, and are thereby improving
themselves professionally and educationally.2
This trend began developing on a relatively wide scale
after World War II. Before that time, library service to
Negroes in the South was very limited. It involved diversified
forms of separate branches, book collections and staffs and
all three of these factors were inferior to those which were
available to white patrons of the same community. Dr. Gleason
reported in 1941 that there were four specific forms of
1E. J. Josey, “Use of Libraries; Key to Negro Progress,”
The Negro History Bulletin, XXV (April, 1963), 161.
1
service available to only a minority of the Negroes in the
South.1
One of these forms was the Negro branch, which today
is probably the most popular of the four types~. Other forms
noted by Gleason were special Negro stations, special independent
Negro libraries and service at the main library. This last
type of service ranged in quality from complete to partial.2
In 1962 it was reported that Negroes were still not fully
benefiting from public library service in the South although
their taxes help support libraries for all citizens.3
The present study is one of a series being done by
students of the Atlanta University School of Library Service.
In 1957, Mrs. Glynell S. Barnes wrote “A History of Public
Library Service to Negroes in Galveston, Texas”, Galveston
provided no community branch building for Negroes, but instead,
‘Eliza Atkins Gleason, The Southern Negro and the Public
Library: A Study of the Government and Administration of
Public Library Service to Negroes in the South (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1941,) p. 74.
2 id.
3Virginia L. Jones, “How Long? Oh How Long?” Library
Journal, LXXXVIII, (December 15, 1962), 4504-4505.
3
a public school was used.’ Mrs. Barnes reported an
inadequate book collection and inadequate service being
offered to Negroes through this arrangement. Likewise a
similar situation was pointed up in Mrs. Neloweze Williams
Coopers’ thesis “The History of Public Library Service to
Negroes in Savannah, Georgia”. Here it was found that the
Negroes were also receiving public library service by way
of a school and that such service was of a low quality.2
Community Background
Houston is the county seat of Harris County, Texas,
and is located on the upper Gulf Coast prairies at the head
of Galveston Bay. It was named in honor of General Sam
Houston, commander of the Texas Army in the War of Independence
from Mexico. General Houston also served as the first
president of the Republic of Texas.3
‘Glynell S. Barnes, “A History of Public Library Service
to Negroes in Galveston, Texast’ (unpublished master’s thesis,
School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1957).
2Neloweze Williams Cooper, “A HistØ~y of Public
Library Service to Negroes in Savannah, Georgia” (unpublished
master’s thesis, School of Library Service, Atlanta University,
1960).
3Houston Chamber of Commerce. Houston Space Center
U.S.A. A report prepared by the Research Division of the
Houston Chamber of Commerce. (June, 1962), tn.p~J
Houston, founded in 1836, is a fast growing city with
a population which has reached almost a million persons.
It is the leading manufacturing center of the Southwest
ranking above all other Southwestern cities in manufacturing,
and capital investment in new manufacturing Due to its
steadily growing population, it has inevitably become an
educational and cultural center as well as a capital of
industry. 1
Population. -- The population of Houston has grown
considerably since the turn of the century. In 1900 the
total population was 44,633 and by 1960 it had reached
938,219 (see Table 1). The Negro population has shown a
numerical increase since 1900 when it consisted of 14,608
or 32.72 per cent of the total population. As each Census
after 1900 indicated larger numbers of Negroes, the
proportion to the total population declined. By 1960 the
Negro population was 215,037 but this number represented
only 20.8 per cent of the total population (see Table 1).
Business and industrjr. -- Houston, the seventh largest
city in the nation is a major center of industry, inter
national commerce; and a home to a cosmopolitan population




POPULATION OF HOUSTON, BY RACE, 1900-1960
Per Cent
Year Population White Negro Negro
1900(a) 44,633 30,025 14,608’ 32.72
1910(b) 78,800 54,832 23,929 30.36
1920(c) 138,276 99,266 33,960 24.55
1930(d) 292,252 226,015 66,337 22.69
1940(e) 384,514 298,212 86,302 22.44
1950(f) 596,613 471,847 124,766 20.80
1960(’) 938,219 723, 128 215,937 20.80
(a)
U. S. Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United
States: 1910. Population, Vol. I. (Washington: United
States Census Office, 1903), p. 79.
(b)
Ibid. Thirteenth Census of the United States: 1910.
Population, Vol. I. (Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1921), p. 85.
(c)
Ibid. Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920.
Population, Vol. I. (Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1921), p. 85.
(d)
Ibid. Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930.
Population, Vol. I. (Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1931), p. 1057.
(e)
Ibid. Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940.
Population, Vol. I. (Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1942), p. 1063.
also has given Houston an opportunity to develop close
economic ties with the principal domestic coastal ports,
as well as major international ones. The Ship Channel and
port facilities are basic to its transportatida industry.1
The first basic industry of the Houston area is the
mining of petroleum and natural gas. Here are more oil and
gas companies and industries allied with petroleum, than in
any other city in the world. Other resources that help make
the industrial world of Houston are vast supplies of salt,
oyster-shell and sulphur.2
Wholesaling is big business in Houston as it is the top
ranking industrial marketing center in the Southwest and the
14th largest industrial market in the nation. The city is
also first in the South in retail sales volume Table 2
(f)
Ibid. Seventeenth Census of the U.S.: 1950. Population:
Vol. I. (Washington: United States Government Printing
Office, 1952) p. 33-57.
(g)
Ibid. Eighteenth Census of the U.S.: 1960. Population:
Vol. I. (Washington: United States Government Printing
Office, 1961) p. 43.
~-Federa1 Reserve Bank of Dallas. “Basic Economic
Activities,” Business Review-Houston, XL, (April, 1959), 8.
2 id.
TABLE 2
NUMBER OF PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN INDUSTRY GROUPS IN HOUSTON, TEXAS,
BY RACE AND SEX, 1960*
White Negro Other Per Cent
Industry Groups Male Female Male Female Total Races Total Negro
Street Railing
and Business 1,324 173 140 39 1.79 .. 1,676 10.68
Agriculture and
Forestry 3,154 435 1,447 84 1,531 46 5,166 20.15
Mining 9,166 2,310 221 12 233 16 12,266 1.89
Construction 27,266 1,592 5,948 66 6,014 29 34,901 17.23
Paper and
Allied Products 2,326 520 339 32 371 .. 3,217 11.53
Primary Iron and
Steel Industry 4,213 256 1,696 8 1,704 .. 6,173 27.60
Chemical and
Allied Products 9,424 1,118 909 17 926 5 11,473 8.07
*U S. Bureau of the Census. Eighteenth Census of the United States.
Texas: Detailed Characteristics, 1960, Vol. II. (Washington: U. S. Government
Printing Office, 1961), p. 1020
TABLE 2-~Continued
White Negro Other Per Cent
Industry Groups Male Female Male Female Total Races Total Negro
Wholesale and
Retail 56,627 31,609 12 149 5,155 17,304 562 106,102 16.31
Railroads and
Railway Express 6,122 691 1,374 42 1,416 9 8,238 17.19
Trucking and
Warehouse ServicE 5,835 699 2,167 39 2,206 4 8,744 25.23
Postal Service 1,947 276 1,299 122 1,421 13 3,657 38.85
Private
Households 473 2,544 1,442 14,953 16,395 13 19,425 84.40
Petroleum and
Coal Products 13,367 2,082 964 8 972 9 16,430 5.30
Total 141,245 44,223 30,095 20,577 50,672 1,374 237,514 21.33
indicates some of the major industries and number of persons
employed by them, according to race and sex.
Negroes in Houston represent about one-fifth of the
population and approximately one-fifth of the labor force. 1
The wholesale and retail industries in Houston are
the city’s largest employers. Out of the 106,102 workers
in these industries 17,304 or 16.31 per cent are Negroes and
Negro women workers consist of 5,155 persons or 42.3 per
cent of the Negro labor force. Working in private households
were reported 16,395 Negroes or 84.4 per cent of the 19,425
domestic workers. A great majority of these, 14,953 or 91
per cent, are women. The third largest concentration of
Negro workers is found involved in construction work, of the
total of 34,901 construction workers, 6,014 or 27.6 per cent
are Negroes (see Table 2).
Education. - - The Houston Independent School System
serves 200,000 children through 146 elementary schools, 27
junior high schools and 18 senior high schools. Forty-two of
the elementary schools were designed for Negroes. Of the 37
parochial schools, Negroes attend five. Three of these schools
are elementary and two are high schools. There are two
lid.
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institutions of higher education in Houston which admit
students of all races.1
Table 3 shows the number of whites and the number
and per cent of Negroes 14 years and over, witb the number of
years of formal education completed in 1960. Of the 3,175
persons who completed the third and fourth grades, 562 or
17.71 per cent were Negroes. Of the 45,387 persons who
finished high school, 7,639 or 16.83 per cent were Negroes.
Most of the relatively few Negroes who managed to
finish high school terminated their education at this level,
Of the 7,639 Negro high school graduates reported, only 392
or 2.06 per cent of these finished college (see Table 3).
Cultural and social facilities. -- Cultural activities
came to Houston early in its history. In 1876 the Dramatic
and Literary Society attracted the interest of active civic
leaders and this was the beginning of the summer symphony
series which is now in Herman Park. Today are to be found
32 major art institutions in Houston and 28 of these including
the Museum of Fine Arts came into being during the 1800’s.2
1Houston Chamber of Commerce, op. cit.
Chamber of Commerce. Houston Profile
Southwest’s Cultural Center. A report prepared by the Research
Division of the Houston Chamber of Commerce (November, 1962) 39.
TABLE 3
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 14 YEARS AND
OVER ACCORDING TO AGE, RACE AND SEX IN
HOUSTON, TEXAS, 1960*










Grades 937 1,674 2,611 343 219 562 3,173 17.71
High School 14,291 23,457 37,748 2,953 4,686 7,639 45,387 16.83
College 16,399 2,278 18,677 128 264 392 19,069 2.06
Total 31,627 27,409 59,036 3,424 5,169 8,593 67,629 12.60
1960 Population. Vol. II, op. cit., pp. 45-722-23
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The Junior Gallery of the ~.iseum brings art alive to
children. In cooperation with the public schools, thousands
of children tour the museum each year. During the Easter
season The Houston Post, joins the Museum of Fine Arts in
an art show which offers awards in order to encourage the
development of artists in the Houston area. This exhibit
includes the works of any junior or senior high school students
in the Houston area.1
The Houston Symphony which was organized in 1913
presents 23 free Summer Park concerts and during the school
year, presents 22 student concerts to some 66,000 boys and
girls from public and private schools. In addition, some 6,000
pre-school children are introduced to symphonic music at the
childrens’ Christmas concert.2
There are other outstanding cultural facilities
pertaining to music in Houston such as the Houston Chorale,
The Houston Grand Opera Association, The Houston Youth
Symphony. The Houston Endowment has given approximately six
million dollars to create a downtown center for the
2lbid., p. 40.
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performing arts and more than two and one half million dollars
for the Alley Theatre.1
The Herman Park Zoo, 4,200 acres in size, was donated
to the city in 1912 by George H. Herman. It was begun in
1919 and it now contains more than 1,700 animals and a special
$124,000 reptile house.2
The park facilities in Houston are no longer segregated
by law; however, Negroes do not attend Candelight and Mac
Gregor Parks, and whites do not patronize Finnigan and
Emancipation Parks. Love Park is opened to Negroes on
Wednesday nights of each week. In 1963 the Oak Forest golf
course was opened to Negroes. Many of the smaller parks are
in communities that are restricted residential areas only
for white people.3
Development of Public Library Service, 1848-1907
The Houston Public Library dates its beginning in 1848.
At that time a group of young men started the Houston Lyceum,
“in order to discuss a subject intelligently and informatively
a-Ibid.
2 id.
3Houston Chamber of Commerce. Houston Profile, op. cit.,
p. 40.
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among its members.” Any white male of good moral character
was permitted to become a member of the Houston Lyceum upon
application in his handwriting and the payment of an initiation
fee of $1.00. The dues of the association were$.50 per month.’
The original Houston Lyceum continued to operate even
though there was a possibility of its closing several times.
In July, 1854, a drive for the donation of books was launched
and the Lyceum Committee reported a gain of 88 volumes and
$12.50 in cash. In November of 1854, the Y.M.C.A. Literary
Association merged with the Lyceum in order to form a
stronger Lyceum Association.2
In 1887 ladies were admitted to the Lyceum for the first
time and in 1889 the library was made a depository library
for United States government documents. In 1892, the city
of Houston was asked to take charge of the Lyceum Library
but the city council did not accept this responsibility.3
In 1895 it was decided that $3.00 per year would be
‘Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library. Annual Report of
the Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library Association, for the




charged to persons desiring to use the library’s facilities
without becoming members of the Lyceum.. This was the first
practical step toward making the library a public institution
and it was followed by another of equal importance; the
employment of a lady librarian, a Mrs. H. Foster.’
In January, 1899, the Ladies Reading Club began
soliciting funds for a library building. As a result, the
city agreed to appropriate $200.00 a month for the library
and $150 of this amount was designated for the purchase of
books.2
In 1900, Andrew Carnegie donated $50,000 for a
public library building and the city council increased the
library appropriations to the Lyceum from $2,400 to $4,000
per year. In the meantime on September 24, 1900, the Houston
Lyceum changed its name to the Houston Lyceum and Carnegie
Library Association and it was still intended to serve
white people only.3
The public library continued to grow and one branch was
added in 1909 and another in 1920. The name of Lyceum and
____ p. 16.
2lbid., p. 17.
3Thici., August 31, 1904.
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Carnegie Library Association, which had been suitable while
all the library’s activities were conducted from one building,
became no longer appropriate and on October 11, l920,the name
was changed to the Houston Public Library.1
In 1907, on the initiative of the Negro people of
Houston, under the leadership of Earnest Ollington Smith, an
association to secure library service for the Negro people
was organized. This effort received assurance of cooperation
from the Board of the Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library
Association and consequently a Negro Branch was established
in the Sam Houston Negro High School on May 5, 1909.2
Legal Bases for Public Library Service
In Vernon’s Texas Statutes, Section 33, power is given
to the governing body of a city or town:
...to establish a free library in such city or
town; to adopt rules and regulations for the proper
management thereof, and to appropriate such part
of the revenues of such city or town for the manage
ment and increase of such free library as the munici
pal government of such city or town can determine.’~
1lbid., August 31, 1921.
2lbid., 1909.
3Vernon’s Texas Statues; Containing All Laws of a
General and Permanent Nature, 50th Legislature, 1st Regular
Sess., Article 1015, 1947, p. 376.
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An ordinance was written into the Houston city charter
as of 1921 and cannot be changed except by the vote of the
majority of the people. It prescribes a tax to be levied,
assessed and collected for library purposes in the city of
Houston. 1
This ordinance gives the library a definite income of
not less than two and a half cents on the $100.00 assessed
valuation. This yielded in 1921 about $43,000.00. The
ordinance means that the library’s future growth cannot be
set back or impeded by an unfavorable city administration.2
Purpose and Scope
The purpos~of this study are to present the historical
evelopment of the public library in Houston, Texas, and to
secure and describe the facts relating to the establishment
and development of public library service to Negroes in this
city.
As a historical account of public library service to
Negroes in Houston, Texas, this study will consider the origin,
1Houston Public Library, Minutes of the Board,
December 31, 1921.
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establishment and development of such service from 1907
through 1962.
Me thodo logy
The historical method of research was used. The
characteristics of Houston, socially, economically and
culturally are presented as they are related to the develop
ment of the services for Negroes. Permission as well as
cooperation was obtained from the Director of the Public
Library System in Houston, Texas, Mrs. Harriet Dickson
Reynolds, for use of records and materials. The Director
of Public Relation of the Houston Post made the Posts’ morgue
available for any materials pertaining the subject as did
Mrs. E. Norris, Head of the Circulation Division of the
Houston Informer, File Division. Permission was also
obtained from Miss Dorothy Briscoe, Reference Librarian at
Texas Southern University Library, to use all of this
library’s available materials relating to library services
to the Negroes in Houston.
Additional information concerning the first Negro
library was obtained through a personal interview with
19
Mr. Walter La Fayett D. Johnson and Mr. Leonard Henry
Spivey, who were the only living persons who held positions
on the first Negro Library Board.
CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE TO NEGROES
IN HOUSTON, TEXAS, 1907-1962
It was reported, in 1909, that for many years the
Negro people of Houston maintained a public forum and
several reading clubs. All of these organizations were
handicapped because there were no library facilities for
Negroes, which meant that a person could not inform himself
sufficiently, to discuss a subject intelligently.1
In 1907, on the initiative of the Negroes of Houston
and under the leadership of Ernest Ollington Smith, an
association known as the Colored Library Association was
organized to secure a public library for the Negroes.2
Mr. Smith was encouraged in his efforts to secure a public
library for the Negroes of Houston by Miss Julia Ideson,
Librarian of the Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Library. Miss
Ideson also offered to train a librarian for the Negro Library
and she helped to influence the trustees of the Carnegie
1Erenst Ollington Smith, “Negro Library History”, paper
written for the opening of the Negro Carnegie Branch Library
in 1913. (Typewritten.)
2Personal Interview with Walter L. D. Johnson, member
of the first Negro Library Board, November 20, 1962.
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Library to personally donate 270 books and $200 in cash for
the Negroes. Miss Ideson, and two other members of the
Carnegie Library staff gave their personal supervision to
the selection of 264 books which consumed the $200.1 The
ladies also helped with the arrangement of the books. The
school board allowed the use of a room in the Negro high
school building for three years, during which time the city
of Houston appropriated $500 for its maintenance. Thus a
Negro branch was established in a room of Sam Houston High
School May 5, 1909, with Mrs Emma Meyers as the first
librarian.2
Library Board
The first Negro Board of Trustees consisted of the
following persons: William E. Miller, Ernest Ollington
Smith, Leonard Henry Spivey, Richard C. Lockett and Walter
L. D. Johnson. This board having been appointed by
Mr. Smith, the developer of the idea of a library for Negroes,
was already established when the branch was formally opened
id.
2~G~nOL~&ëüiiiQ~nd Carnegie Library Association, op cit.,
1909.
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on May 5, 1909. In 1910, the Negro Board of Trustees was
increased from five to nine members by adding John Brown
Bell, Andy Parr, John M. Adkins, and Nat Q. Henderson. The
board was divided in two parts, one composed of the original
trustees whose duty was to manage the branch library and the
additional trustees had the responsibility of finding ways and
means of securing a permanent building.1
In March, 1910, the Negro Library Trustees consulted
the Board of Trustees of the Houston Public Library about the
financial needs of the branch. The Houston Public Library
board, in response to the request of the Negroes, appropriated
an initial $100.00 for books and instructed the Negro
trustees that $500.00 would be appropriated per year and
would be administered by the Houston Public Library. This
money took care of only the librarian’s salary. The operation
and maintenance of the Negro Library continued in the Sam
Houston High School through 1912.2
In the meantime, efforts were being made to acquire a
1Houston Public Library. Colored Library Correspondence,
1908-1925. (Typewritten.)
2Smith, Ernest Ollington, “Negro Library History,H op. cit.
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separate building for the branch. Ernest 0. Smith,
chairman of the Negro Library Board, with Walter Johnson raised
$1,500.00, in 1911, for a lot and building. A lot was
purchased on the corner of Robin and Frederick~ Streets, and
the trustees of the Negro Library then applied to the
Carnegie Corporation and received a grant of $15,000.00 for
a library building, under the conditions that the library
be incorporated, furnished and maintained by the city of
Houston.
On April 28, 1911, a state charter was secured for
the Negro library and a threefold contract was drawn up by
the city of Houston, Mr. Carnegie, and the Negro Library
Association. The city agreed to provide 10 per cent of
the $15,000 or $150 for the support and upkeep of the
library which would automatically make it a part of the
Houston Public Library system. However, the trustees of
the Negro Library Association desired to administer their
own affairs and were permitted to do so until 1921.2
1lbid.
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In 1921, a library tax was voted and the Negro
Branch was permanently placed under the direction of the
Library Board of the city of Houston.1 Some of the Negroes
opposed this arrangement due to the fact that no Negro was
on the Library Board. Consequently a Negro Consultation
Committee was appointed by Mayor Hutchinson in 1922.2
This Consultation Committee was made up of some of the
former members of the Negro board, namely Ernest 0. Smith,
John M. Adkins, Walter L. D. Johnson, R. G. Lockett and
Nat Q. Henderson. The purpose of the committee was to
meet with the all-white Library Board of the city of
Houston and discuss the library problems of the Negroes.3
The committee served for two years befor.e it was disbanded,
an action for which the records give no reason. Since 1922,
no Negroes have served in an advisory capacity.
Quarters
The first Negro Library in 1909 was nothing more than
a class room in the Negro high school building. This room





did not serve as a regular classroom but it was the high
school’s study hail as well as the library.1
The Colored Carnegie Branch, completed in 1913, is a
structure of one story and a basement, of buffbrick.2
A flight of steps is found at the entrance between two
large columns which support a rectangular facade.
Upon entering the building, one faces the swinging
doors to the auditorium at the end of the long wide corridor.
At the left near the entrance is the children’ reading room
and across the corridor on the right is the adult reading
room with the main desk located just inside the door.
Angling off to both sides of the main desk are two smaller
desks. The one on the left is equipped for charging books.
The other one is a service desk. Other furnishings in the
adult reading room consist of 18 library tables with chairs,
and a card catalog which stands to the right at the far end
of the room.
The staff room is on the left side of the adult reading
:LHouston Public Library. Annual Report of the Houston
Public Library, December, 1921. (Typewritten.)
2Personal Interview with Mr. Walter L. D. Johnson,
OP. cit., July 5, 1963.
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room. Two light green lounge chairs, and a smoking stand
are near the two windows at the rear of the room. In the
center of the room is a table with six chairs. Beside the
door, that opens off the corridor, is a smaller table and
a chair. Behind the staff room are the stacks where most
of the approximately 35,000 books are housed on wooden
shelves.
In the children’s room the books are arranged
according to the Dewey system of classification. There
is also a picture book section and a periodical section
in here. The furnishings in the room, designed for
children, consist of six tables, 28 chairs and a card
catalog with 15 drawers.
Some books are in the basement and can be reached by
way of stairs through the stacks. Nothing else is in the
basement except the furnace. The building is warm in the
winter and in the summer also. There are only eight windows
and two large oscillating fans in each reading room to
combat the summer heat in a city were the mean summer
temperature is 92 degrees.
27
The auditorium located at the rear end of the corridor
on the main floor, is relatively cool during the summer since
it has 16 windows plus oscillating fans. With a seating
capacity of 210, the auditorium is used for sp’ecial library
programs and by civic groups providing they pay a fee of
$3.00 per night. The 210 old fashioned unuphoistered mahogany
theater seats here are set against dark brown wooden flooring
in a room with cream-colored walls.
A water fountain stands in the corridor beyond the
entrance to the childrens’ room and just around the corner
aretwo rest rooms, used by staff and public. The same wall
color prevails throughout the entire building, but the
wooden floors in the corridor, the staff and reading rooms
have been covered with tan rubber tile.
Because of the migration of Negroes to other parts
of the city and the ever expanding complex of free ways
whichbave rendered the present site unaccessible, the
branch will be relocated in 1963. A new building will be
placed in the Sunnyside area, one of the most heavily
populated Negro neighborhoods in Houston. The opening date
for the W. L. D. Johnson Branch Library at the corner of Reed
28
Road and Comal Street, has not been announced.
Extension Service
Following the establishment of the first separate
library for Negroes in Houston in 1909, three stations in
Negro neighborhoods were established, the Emancipation
Park Station, Hester House Station and Bruce Station. The
Emancipation Park Station was opened on May 26, 1934, in
the Third Ward, which is a predominately Negro residential
area of the city; however, due to the lack of staff it was
closed in July, 1960. The Hester House Station, was in a
settlement house in the Fifth Ward of the city. It closed
after 25 years because of the frequent changes of ownership
and personnel of the settlement house. The Emancipation
Park and the Hester House stations were in operation for 25
years and are now closed and no further information about
these stations was found in the library’s records. The Bruce
Station is still open and has been in operation since 1934.
Mrs. Helen La Fond serves as librarian of the station.1
1Personal Interview with Mrs. Alice Stewart, Director
of Extension Service of the Houston Public Library, July 8, 1963.
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The Bruce station, is in a classroom at Bruce
Elementary School and here are deposited approximately 500
volumes, suitable for children in grades one through six.
About 25 volumes are changed every year or as often as is
necessary, according to Mrs. Helen La Fond.1
This station is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
3:00 P.M. until 6:00 P.M. It is furnished with open shelves,
two library tables and 16 chairs, 25 classroom desks and
one teacher’s desk equipped for charging books. Classes
are held in this room during the school day. The upkeep
of this station is the responsibility of the Houston
Independent School District and the books are provided by
the Houston Public Library.2
The Houston Public Library operates three bookmobiles.
One of these serves eight Negro schools twice per week and
five Negro communities once every two weeks. It stays at
each station approximately two and one-half hours per visit
As many as 10 persons are permitted to browse in the bookmobile
‘Personal Interview with Mrs. Helen La Fond, Librarian




The books in the bookmobile are arranged according to
grade level and it also has a teen-age reading, section.
There are two desks in the bookmobile. One is in the rear
and holds book cards and records and the other at the front
is used for charging materials. The driver, a non-professional
staff member, charges out the books and the librarian serves
as a readers’ consultant.2
Personnel
Between 1909 and 1961 eleven persons have served as
librarians of this branch. Of this group only four have had
the benefit of any formal training in librarianship. Only
one person had a degree in librarianship and he did not stay
longer than two years.
Miss Julia Ideson, who was the librarian of the Houston
Public Library in 1909 when the Negro Library was founded,
trained the first Negro Librarian, Mrs Emma Meyers because
‘Personal Interview with Mrs Alice Stewart, op. cit.,
June 19, 1963.
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Mrs. Meyers did not have any formal training in librarianship.1
Mrs. Meyers was a civic leader in Houston and served because
of her interest in library service. In 1912, ,she resigned
due to personal reasons.2 In 1913, Mrs. J. Vance Lewis was
serving as temporary librarian when the new Carnegie building
was opened. After the opening of the new building, Miss
Bessie B. Osborne became the librarian and held this position
20 years. Miss Osborne was a graduate of the Houston Colored
High School. In 1916, she completed the special training in
library work at the Louisville Free Public Library, Louisville,
Kentucky, where she had been sent by the Houston Public Library.
She also received “additional library training” at the
University of California in 1919. Miss Osborne’s social
activities in the community included work with the Y.W.C.A?
and with various civic clubs. She resigned February 1, 1933
to become a housewife. From 1933 to 1936, four different




people followed Miss Osborne. Miss Emogene Williams, who
was the assistant to Miss Osborne, served in the capacity
of librarian two or three months in 1933. She then married
and moved to New York.1
Mr. James Hulbert came to the library in September,
1933, and served as librarian through September 1, 1935.
Mr. Hulbert was a graduate of the Hampton Institute Library
School. Mr. Murphy Kibbe was his assistant. On September 1,
1935, Mr. Hulbert resigned to take a position at Atlanta
University, Atlanta, Georgia.2 This left Mr. Kibbe to do
the work alone for four months until January, 1936, when
Mr. John M. Spivey was hired as an assistant. Mr. Kibbe
resigned in July and Mrs. Florence Bandy (Norman) who had
been an assistant librarian in the branch from 1922 to 1930,
3took charge February 1, 1937. After 20 more years of
service Mrs. Norman resigned in August, 1947.
On September 1, 1947, Mrs. Willie Bell Anderson, who
1lbid., 1933. (Typewritten.)
2Houston Public Library. Annual Report, op. cit., 1935.
3.
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was the assistant librarian became full-time librarian after
the resignation of Mrs. Norman. Mrs. Anderson is a graduate
of Jack Yates High School of Houston and of Houston College
for Negroes. She had had three courses in library science
at Texas Southern University. These courses were Children”s
Literature, Reference, and School Library Service. Mrs.
Anderson resigned after six years of service to become a
teacher in the Houston public schools in 1953.
In September, 1953, Mrs. Anita Scott became the branch
librarian. Mrs. Scott was a graduate of Wiley College, Marshall,
Texas, and received the master’s degree in physical education
from Texas Southern University, Houston, Texas.1 After
serving three years, Mrs. Scott left the Negro Branch in 1956
because of family duties. She later worked on the bookmobile
for a short period of time.
From 1956 to 1959, Miss Addie Mae Henry, a graduate of
Texas Southern University with a major in physical education
was the librarian. She had had nine semester hours credit
in library service courses and resigned to teach in the Houston
‘Personal Interview with Mrs. Harriet D. Reynolds,
Director of Houston Public Library, June 19, 1963.
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public school system.1 From 1959 to 1961, Mrs. Laurice
Kaufman, who held a bachelor’s degree with 18 hours in
library service from Prairie View A & M College, was
branch librarian. V
After Mrs. Kaufman’s resignation in 1961, the Negro
Carnegie Branch was operated by students from Texas
Southern University in the afternoon from 2:00 until 6:00
P.M. This arrangement continued until the books were
stored in November of 1962 to await the opening of a new
branch library (see Table 4).
Financial Support and Expenditures
There was no specific amount of money allocated for
the operation of the Negro Carnegie Branch Library. Expendi
tures of this branch were kept, as for all branches in the
system, and were included in the library ~ annual report.2
According to the annual report of the Houston Public Library,
Table 5 lists the itemized expenditures of the Colored Carnegie
1Houston Public Library, Annual Report, op. cit., 1960.
2lbjd. 1922.
TABLE 4
PERSONNEL OF NEGRO CARNEGIE BRANCH, 1909-1961*
Librarian Assistant Librarian
Name Dates Name Dates
Myers, Mrs. Emma 1909-1912
Lewis, Mrs. J. Vance 1913-1913 Norman, Mrs. Florence B. 1922-1930
Osborne, Mrs. Bessie B. 1913-1933 Williams, Miss Emogene
Williams, Miss Emogene July, 1933 -
August, 1933
Hulbert, Mr. James Sept., 1933 Kibbe, Mr. Murphy Sept., 1933 -
Sept., 1935 July, 1935
Kibbe, Mr. Murphy Sept., 1935 Spivey, Mr. John H. July, 1936
July, 1936
Norman, Mrs. Florence B. Feb., 1937 - Anderson, Mrs. Willie
August, 1947
Anderson, Mrs. Willie Sept., 1947
Sept., 1953
Scott, Mrs. Anita Sept., 1953
August, 1956
Henry, Miss Addie Mae Sept., 1956 -
August, 1959
Kaufman, Mrs. Laurice Sept., 1959 -
August, 1961
*Houston Public Library. Annual Reports, op. cit., 1912-1962.
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Annual Report of the Houston Public
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TABLE 5 -- continued
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TABLE 5 -- continued
Year Salary Periodicals Books and Bindery
i~9 $2,640.55 $ .. $ 1,176.82
1950 2,828.30 .. 1,114.15
1951 3,346.68 •. 1,370.84
1952 3,350.68 .. 400.00
1953 3,246.48 200.00 1,200.00
1954 3,247.16 150.00 1,200.00
1955 4,505.10 14.00
1956 4,895.10
1957 5,034.05 .. 204.00
1958 3,545.68 .. 204.00
1959 3,894.15 296.88 204.00








TABLE 5 -- continued
1 B9~’
Audio-
Maintenance Utilities Visual Other Total
$ •. $ .. $ .. $ 30.25 $3,847.62
, .. .. .. 252.99 4,195.44
2,100.82 .. .. 236.80 7,055.14
.. .. .. .. 3,950.68
.. .. 100.00 .. 4,746.48
107.99 .. 50.00 .. 4,755.15
.. .. 84.02 .. 4,603.12
.. 174.75 .. 18.94 5,088.79
.. 1,424.74 .. .. 6,662.79
60.10 522.75 .. .. 3,832.53
480.68 500.88 .. .. 4,347.35
.. .. .. .. 4,347.35
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Branch for years 1909 through 1960. Library~reports do not
indicate a specific method for the allocation of funds to
the Negro Carnegie Branch. In 1919, the City began
allocating $500 annually, for the operation of the branch.
In looking at Table 5, it is quite evident that the
expenditures for the branch were involved with salaries,
materials, and a category called “other.” Unfortunately
there are no available financial records to explain what
expenditures were classified as “other”. It may be safe
to assume that from 1909 through 1952 “other” expenditures
included utilities and maintenance, as these were later
itemized.
It is interesting to note the amounts spent for
salaries and materials during the depression years In 1933,
for example, $1,139.25 was spent for “other” expenditures,
$946.16 spent for books and binding and $1,774.20 went into
salaries. The amount for salaries between 1933 and 1938 as
compared with the amounts expended for the same purpose between
1923 and 1928 was relatively low.
Books and binding expenditures fluctuated through the
years. In ten instances $1,000 or more was spent for these
41
purposes. The peak expenditures were in 1947 when $1,504.76
was spent for books and binding. The figures under utilities
in 1957, 1958 and 1959 seem preposterous, and ~o explanation
can be given for them.
Circulation
When the Colored Carnegie Branch Library was located
in a public school in 1909, no circulation records were kept
for this branch nor for the school. The first circulation
records to be found were for the year 1923, as indicated in
Table 6. During this year 50,328 books were circulated)
In 1923, the number of books charged to juveniles exceeded
the number of books charged to adults by 3,794 or 17.52 per cent.
For the next eight years there was a noticeable increase
in the number of books charged to adults. Peak circulation
of books at the branch was followed by a generally decreasing
pattern until 1961. Of the 6,109 books circulated that year
3,649 or 75.95 per cent were charged to juveniles. The
adult circulation climbed from 1955 through 1958 and declined




THE CARNEGIE NEGRO BRANCH LIBRARY BOOK CIRCULATION
1923- 1961
Year Adult Juvenile Total Per Cent Juvenile
1923 23,267 27,061 50,328 53.76
1924 27,788 29,728 57,516 53.46
1925 26,295 33,093 59,388 57.59
1926 26,247 36,035 62,282 59.41
1927 28,598 36,719 65,317 56.21
1928 27,780 41,884 69,754 60.04
1929 29,490 42,359 73,900 58.67
1930 31,541 42,703 74,244 51.74
1931 34,829 45,703 80,532 55.37
1932 24,430 29,944 54,374 55.07
1933 15,930 10,100 26,030 38.80
1934 11,822 8,270 20,992 41.15
1935 1,470 4,639 6,109 75.95
1936 1,580 2,930 4,510 64.96
1937 1,560 2,663 4,223 63.05
1938 1,489 2,612 4.101 63.69
1939 1,436 2,576 4,012 64.20
1940 1,489 2,826 4,315 65.26
1941 1,489 2,619 4,108 63.75
1942 1,394 2,399 3,793 63.22
1943 1,451 2,062 3,513 58.69
1944 1,397 1,828 3,225 56.68
1945 1,425 1,539 2,964 51.92
1946 1,518 1,678 3,196 52.50
1947 1,590 1,714 3,304 51.60
1948 1,561 1,793 3,354 53.45
1949 1,572 1,888 3,460 51.38
1950 1,518 2,027 3,545 57.17
1951 1,346 1,870 3,216 58.12
1952 1,300 1,685 2,985 56.44
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TABLE 6 - - continued
Year Adult Juvenile Total Per Cent Juvenile
1953 1,425 1,435 2,860 50.17
1954 1,911 1,205 3,116 38.67
1955 2,669 901 3,918 25.23
1956 3,617 629 4,249 14.79
1957 3,698 551 3,918 14.31
1958 3,407 511 4,249 12.02
1959 1,601 274 1,875 14.61
1960 311 274 585 46.83
1961 190 214 404 52.97
in 1959 but the juvenile circulation declined continuously from
1955 through 1961. No reason for the huge decline from 1935
to 1936 is given in any of the library’s reports. As stated
elsewhere the first trained librarian came in 1935~ Perhaps
his recording procedures were different from those whom he
followed. Further decline in juvenile circulation from 1955
through 1961 may have been due to the racially integrated use
of the Houston Public Library, as the formerly “white”
branches became accessible to Negroes. For example, Negroes
living in the northwest were nearer the Heights Branch Library.
Notwithstanding, there was a slight increase in total circu
lation from 1955 through 1959. The irregularities that resulted
from staffing the Carnegie Branch Library with college students
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during 1960 and 1961 proved the experiment to be rather
meaningless and circulation dropped to a low ebb.
The books circulated to Negroes by the bookmobile have
been, for the most part, for children. In 1962,’ there was
a total of 26,243 books charged out and of this number 1,827
were for adults and 24,416 were juvenile works.
Activities
The Colored Carnegie Branch Library which had its
beginning in 1907, in the Colored high school, sponsored V
activities such as reading clubs in the schools, adult
reading clubs and story hours.’ During the period from
1907 through 1913 the records indicate only one form of
activity and that was the reading clubs in the school and
one in the community. It was also reported that during this
period the librarians visited the churches and gave talks in
order to create interest in adult reading.
After the establishment of a permanent library structure,
interest in the library increased. The 1913 report indicates
that there were two reading clubs and these were for adults.
i-Ibid., 1908.
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These clubs met approximately once per week for book discussions,
as well as for trying to find ways and means of stimulating
more adult interest in reading.1
The third reading activity was carried on in the
public schools. These activities in the Negro schools were
very limited according to Mrs. Florence Norman. The few
children who participated would engage in reading and making
book reports. Sometimes a child gave a book review as part
of a general assembly program or a group of children discussed
the books they had read. These meager activity programs
continued, with little or no deviation, until 1953.2
After the public library facilities in Houston were
racially integrated in 1953, the group activities of the
Carnegie Branch Library ceased0 Then a few interested Negro
children began to attend and take part in the story hours,
puppet shows, and reading activities at the Norma Mildrums
Children’s Room of the main library. There is no account of
1lbid., 1913.
2Personal Interview with Mrs. Florence Norman,
Librarian of Jack Yates High School, January 14, 1964.
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the number of Negro children who have attended the programs
during the 10 years the facilities have been integrated. As
a result of first-hand observation it was learn,ed that
throughout the spring months of 1963, an average of about
four Negro children attended the 4:00 P.M. story hours on
Thursdays at the main library. But during the following
summer months the number increased to about 20. The children
who participated in the summer reading program received free
tickets to a play, “King Stag,” A Junior Welfare League pro
duction at the University of Houston, in August.
Integrated Services
There has never been any publicity about racially
integrated library services in Houston. The only statement
that is made concerning services is that all persons are
permitted to use the facilities of the library.1-
Negro adults have made use of the circulation and
reference divisions of the main branch of the Houston Public
Library since 1953. Negro students from Prairie View A and M
‘Personal Interview with Mrs. Harriet D. Reynolds,
op. cit., June 19, 1963.
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College, Texas Southern University, Jack Yates High School
and others from Galveston and surrounding areas where
library facilities are rather limited, are also benefiting
from the service.1-
Negro children, in 1953, were permitted to use the
main library and to attend story hours. Rest-room facilities
are open to all persons. There are no Negroes on the Public
Library Board and none is on the staff of the main library.
Negroes are permitted to attend book reviews, forums and
teas. There are two Negro bookmobile operators. They
are not professional librarians, but they have had on-the
job training in operating the bookmobile.
The driver assists in charging out books, while the
other one serves as a consultant. The bookmobile staff may
not be considered as integrated in-as-much-as the Negro




The purpose of this thesis was to present a history
of public library service to Negroes in Houston,, Texas.
This service began in 1907. Before this time there was a public
library in Houston but its services were available only to
white people.
The population of Houston has grown considerably
since the turn of the century. In 1900, the population of
Houston was 44,633 and by 1960 it had reached 938,219. The
Negro population is 215,037 or 20.8 per cent of the total.
The primary industry of the Houston area is the mining
of petroleum and natural gas. The Ship Channel and port
facilities are basic to the transportation industry in
Houston. Negroes in Houston represent about one fifth of
the total population and approximately one fifth of the labor
force Working in private households were 16,395 Negroes or
84.4 per cent of the 19,425 domestic workers and a great
majority of these are women. The next largest concentration
of Negroes is found involved in construction work.
Most of the relatively few Negroes who finished high
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school terminate their education at this level. Of the 7,639
Negro high school graduates reported, only 2.06 per cent of
these finished college.
The Houston Public Library egan in 1848. A group of
white men began what was known as the Houston Lyceum. “In
order to discuss a subject intelligently and informatively
among its members”. This Lyceum was for white men who paid
an initiation fee of $1.00 and the $.50 per month. In 1887,
lades were admitted to the Lyceum for the first time. In 1892,
the city of Houston was asked to take charge of the Lyceum
Library but the city did not accept this responsibility.
In 1895, $3.00 per year was charged persons desiring to use
the library’s facilities without becoming members. In 1899,
the Ladies Reading Club solicited funds for a library building.
As a result the city agreed to appropriate $200.00 per month
for the library. In 1900, Andrew Carnegie donated $50,000 for
a public library building. In the meantime on September 24,
1900, the Houston Lyceum changed its name to the Houston
Lyceum and Carnegie Library Association and in 1920 the name
was changed to the Houston Public Library.
In 1907, a handful of Negroes who had been inspired and
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guided by Mr. Ernest 0. Smith appealed to the public
librarian for services to Negroes and in 1909 a Negro branch
library was realized. It was placed in a room øf the Negro
high school and its assets consisted of less than 600 books
of unknown quality and a librarian whose asset was civic
mindedness. In 1909, this librarian’s salary was $32.50 and
in 1910 it was $300.
This branch was governed by a group of Negro citizens
who were called the Negro Board of Trustees. Its immediate
efforts were directed toward getting the branch from the
high school into a separate building. Money was raised in
order to purchase a site and in 1911, the Carnegie Corporation
gave $15,000 to pay for a building With the Carnegie gift
was a stipulation that the city of Houston must incorporate,
furnish and maintain this branch. Even though the new branch
legally became a part of Houston’s public library system in
1911, the Negro Board still operated until 1921.
It seems as if the Negro branch never had a specific
allotment of funds from the central library even though the
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branch librarians prepared and submitted budgets. However,
records were kept of the branch’s expenditures which amounted
to a little more than $7,000 in 1951. In most pf the other
years, between $3,500 and $4,500 was spent. Salaries were
extremely low all through the years and in only nine instances
were the annual expenditures for books and binding more than
$1,000.
This branch’s first circulation records to be found
were for the year of 1923. For eight years there was a
steady rise in circulation with the peak in 1931. Then
followed an unexplained four-year sharp decline followed by
15 years of circulation fluctuation. Two years before the
branch was closed it was operating only a few hours per week
and its annual circulation fell finally to 404 books. Between
1953 and 1962, more adult books circulated than those for
children. The bookmobile circulation consisted mostly of
childrens’ books and totaled over 26,000 in 1962.
Reading clubs in the schools, as well as reading clubs
for adults were sponsored by the Negro Carnegie Branch in its
early years. But no information was found to indicate that
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any type of reading clubs were in action after 1913 and the
story hours in the schools seemed ragmentary until they
were discontinued in 1953. Since 1953, Negro ehildren in
small numbers have attended the story hours in the main
library on Thursdays afternoons. During the spring of 1963,
the average attendance for Negroes was about four. During
the summer there was an average of about 20.
Negro adults have also made use of the main library
since 1953 and cards are now issued to all citizens from any
branch. High school and university students, especially,
find the resources to be valuable aids in research but there
has been no publicity about racially integrated library
services in Houston. All citizens of Houston may attend all
library programs if they so desire. The staff of the library
is not integrated and neither is the board.
The Negro branch was closed in 1962 because the
neighborhood had changed. A freeway had developed near the
branch and this made it very inaccessible as most of the people
had moved to other areas of the city. Another modern branch
was dedicated in the spring of 1964. It is in a more desirable
locale which is populated predominately by Negroes.
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